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Mode Interpretations - Level 36

Now you have learn't your modes and been able to play them consistently across the 
fretboard we now need to show you how to use them in a musical way. Lets pretend your
about to play a gig or concert and the band leader turns to you and says this is a jazz 
standard in the key of C – what will you do! The following should help you to distinguish 
the difference between the modes from your own perspective.

In this exercise You will play each mode over your teacher. You will need to listen to the 
mode you are playing and try and pick our if you can hear a genre or style of music that 
you think it sounds good over. On the first page write down up to 5 different genres you 
think the mode will sound good over. For example you might write Jazz, Rock, Pop or 
Blues. And remember there isn't any right or wrong answers.

On the second page we show you what each mode is commonly associated with, but 
again this is our opinion and will be no more correct than your answers.

Ionian - _________________________

Dorian - _________________________

Phrygian - ________________________

Lydian - _________________________

Mixolydian - ______________________

Aeolian - __________________________

Locrian - _________________________

Now using your answers your tutor will pick a style and a key and you will play over their
rhythm.

cont…
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Here is what we though each mode works well over. As previously mentions this is just a 
guide so even if none of your answers match you are now wrong.

Ionian – Pop, Theme Tunes, Nursery Rhymes.

Dorian – Blues, Rock, Metal, Classical.

Phrygian – Spanish, Metal.

Lydian – Jazz, Classical, Arabian.

Mixolydian – Jazz, Rock, Pop.

Aeolian – Classical, Rock, Blues, Metal.

Locrian – Folk, Opera, Classical.

Now using the above answers your tutor will pick a style and a key and you will play over
their rhythm. Would you change any of yours overleaf? If so please amend and redo the 
playing part of the exercise.
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